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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Elmwood Cemetery entry gates are situated on the East and
North of the cemetery boundaries, facing Charles Street to the North
and South Cross Street to the East. The two sets of gates are identical,
each consisting of a large double gate vehicular entry flanked by
pedestrian gates. The overall width of the entrance is twenty feet, and
it is about eighteen feet high at the top of the arch.

The tripart gates are of Serlian motif, a design popularized by
Palladio, which consists of three openings, the central one arched and
wider than the others. Four cast iron'columns support the overhead
structure of arch and lintels.

The cast iron columns are all identical, square, with a plain
pedestal supporting a base with chamfered corners and decorative panels
on all four sides. The shaft has rounded, ribbed chamfered corners and
plain, molded panels. The square capital rests on a nailhead design
band and has a modified anthemion and scroll design. A truncated
pyramid atop the capital is decorated with a foliated scroll design
and is surmounted by an urn.

The lintels spanning the pedestrian gates feature a central
medallion decorated with a festoon and foliated scrolls. A segmental
arch spans the twelve feet between the two inside columns. It has a
rectangular cap, inscribed "incorporated 1865." This is crowned with a
semi-circular cap with a scroll design. On the arch is inscribed
"Elnwood Cemetery." o : '

Beneath the arch are two wrought iron gates, each six feet wide
by six feet tall at the highest point. These are flanked by the pedes-
trian gates, also of wrought iron, each 4 1/2 feet wide and the same
height as the central gates. These gates are delicately wrought, and
display a sensitive relationship to the massiveness of the cast iron,
exhibiting a well proportioned total design.

The design of the wrought iron gates is in four general sections.
Alternate straight and turned posts make up the bottom half with the
straight posts continuing to the bottom of the gate and the turned
posts terminating above a band of circles. Above the posts is a
rectangular section of scrollwork featuring a semi-circular band of
tight scrolls, with looser work fidling in the corners and below the
semi-circle. The top section consists of a curved railing intersected
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by a repitition of posts ascending the curve. These posts are
capped with trefoil finials.

As far as can be determined, there have been no alterations on
either the North or the East gates. The craftmanship and design
remain intact.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The years from 1850 until after the: Civil War saw a rapid expansion
in the use of cast iron for structural and ornamental building. The
Elmwood Cemetery Gates, constructed at about the height of this
expansion in the midwest, represent a unique and estimable manifestation
of this construction technique. These gates are significant as an example
of cast iron urban furniture during a time when most decorative cast iron
was utilized as building facades. In addition, the wrought iron portions
reflect skill in wrought iron craftsmanship, with the overall design
exhibiting an artistic union of cast and wrought iron construction.
According to the Illinois Historic Structures Survey, these are the
best representative of iron cemetery gates in Illinois.

The exact date of construction of the Elmwood Cemetery Gates is not
known, because the early cemetery records were destroyed by fire. However,

-the March 22, 1865 Sycamore True Republican carries notice of a meeting

of the incorporators of the cemetery, and on April.5, a board of managers
was formed. The newspaper reports the signing of a contract for 18 acres
of land on the H. L. Boies farm at the southwest corner of the village
incorporation and describes the board as "proceeding with vigor" to
secure the necessary stock of $6000.00, planning to "lay out and
ornament the grounds in the most admirable style." It appears from these
records that the cemetery gates were included in the original plan.

On May 24, 1865, five hundred cemetery lots were offered for sale.
A November 7, 1866 account indicates discussion of passing control of
the cemetery to the trustees of the corporate village. This was not
done, however, and today the cemetery still operates as a separate
corporation under the Illinois Cemetery Act.
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